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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JACKSON of Illinois).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 3, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JESSE L.
JACKSON, Jr., to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

Rabbi Felipe Goodman, Temple Beth
Sholom, Las Vegas, Nevada, offered the
following prayer:

Our God and God of our ancestors,
God of Compassion, God of Justice, God
of Peace, we ask for Your blessing for
this House of Representatives, for our
country, and for all our leaders. Grant
them, O God, the ability to lead us
with true understanding of Your vision
so that this land under Your provi-
dence be an influence for good through-
out the world. Protect the men and
women of our Armed Forces who stand
in harm’s way so that we may enjoy
the blessings of freedom and liberty.
May it be Your will that they speedily
return in full physical and spiritual
health to their families and loved ones.

Let us remember, O God, where we
came from so that we may never forget
the destination of our journey as a Na-
tion. Let us be always mindful that we
are all children of immigrants. Give us
the wisdom to understand what the re-
sponsibility of fighting oppression,
fighting poverty, and injustice really
means. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. BERK-
LEY) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BERKLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING RABBI FELIPE
GOODMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to welcome Rabbi
Felipe Goodman to the United States
Congress. His credentials are as im-
pressive as his spirit and his commit-
ment. I know because not only is he
my rabbi, he’s my close personal
friend.

Born in Mexico City, he is an alumni
of Mexico City’s University of the New
World and obtained his master’s degree
from the Jewish Theological Seminary.
Ordained in 1996, Rabbi Goodman now
leads one of the most vibrant and fast-
est-growing conservative congregations
in the United States, Temple Beth Sho-
lom in my hometown of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.

In his 10 years of service, his con-
gregation has grown from 100 to more
than 700 families. He has built an en-
tire new campus and is building a new
home for its thriving school.

On January 5, 2007, 1 day after his
40th birthday, Rabbi Goodman became
a United States citizen.

Rabbi Goodman is the co-author of
‘““‘Hagadah de Pesaj,”” which is the most
widely used edition of The Pesach
Hagadah used in Latin America.

Singled-out by international leaders
for both his ideas and hard work,
Felipe became vice president of the
World Union of Jewish Students.

He is one of 12 members of The Rab-
binic Cabinet of The Chancellor of The
Jewish Theological Seminary and
serves as a member of The Joint Place-
ment Commission of The Rabbinical
Assembly, The United Synagogue and
JTS. The Seminary recently appointed
him to the Joint Retirement Board of
The Conservative Movement. He’s a
former member of The Executive Coun-
cil of The Rabbinical Assembly and its
Nominating Committee.

But more than any degree or honor
or appointment, he is an important,
warm, caring, and respected spiritual
and religious leader in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, a devoted husband to Liz; a won-
derful father to Yoshua, Daniela, and
Ariela.

I am honored to have him here with
us in the House today and honored to
call Rabbi Felipe Goodman my rabbi
and my friend.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. WYNN), the whole num-
ber of the House is 434.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills and joint resolution were
signed:
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by the Speaker on Thursday, May 22,
2008:

H.R. 2356, to amend title 4, United
States Code, to encourage the display
of the flag of the United States on Fa-
ther’s Day

H.R. 2517, to amend the Missing Chil-
dren’s Assistance Act to authorize ap-
propriations; and for other purposes

H.R. 4008, to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to make technical cor-
rections to the definition of willful
noncompliance with respect to viola-
tions involving the printing of an expi-
ration date on certain credit and debit
card receipts before the date of the en-
actment of this Act

S. 2829, to make technical corrections
to section 1244 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008,
which provides special immigrant sta-
tus for certain Iraqis, and for other
purposes

S. 3029, to provide for an additional
temporary extension of programs under
the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958, and
for other purposes

S. 3035, to temporarily extend the
programs under the Higher Education
Act of 1965

S.J. Res. 17, directing the United
States to initiate international discus-
sions and take necessary steps with
other Nations to negotiate an agree-
ment for managing migratory and
transboundary fish stocks in the Arctic
Ocean

by Speaker pro tempore HOYER on
Tuesday, May 27, 2008:

H.R. 6081, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide benefits
for military personnel, and for other
purposes

———

OUR TROOPS NEED FUNDING

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Congress adjourned for Me-
morial Day having failed to pass an
emergency troop funding bill that our
military says is vital to successful op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan, in-
cluding pay for our brave men and
women in uniform.

Because the majority refuses to bring
a clean bill to the floor, the military
has announced that they will shift
funding from one priority to another in
order to meet the needs of our troops
and civilian military employees. It is
disappointing that when our military
needs money to protect American fam-
ilies, the majority refuses to appro-
priate the funding without tying on
billions more in unrelated spending.

On behalf of my constituents, many
of whom serve proudly in the military,
we need to work together for a clean
emergency supplemental bill to be
brought to the floor immediately for
consideration. Our Nation is at risk
with a delay in military funding, a fail-
ure to renew FISA, and limits on our
energy independence.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————

THE LITTLE FELLOW FROM IRAN

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the little fel-
low from Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
is ranting and saber rattling again
against Israel and the United States.

The L.A. Times reports the dictator
said, ‘“The Zionist regime of Israel . . .
is about to die and will soon be erased
from the scene”. And, ‘“The time for
the fall of the satanic power of the
United States has come and the count-
down to annihilation . . . has started.”

The devil of the desert is preaching
hate and murder in the name of radical
Islam. Throughout history more people
have been murdered, pillaged, tortured,
and plundered in the name of religion
than any other reason.

With Iran’s dictator’s involvement in
supplying aid against the TUnited
States in Iraq, his support of
Hezbollah, and his desire to have nu-
clear weapons to use against Israel, the
world of nations must not diminish
this loose cannon’s evil ambition.

Freedom-loving people of all nations
and religions must see the dictator as a
menace. Hopefully, the people of Iran
will replace their trigger-happy leader
with a regime that wants peace.

In the meantime Ahmadinejad should
never doubt the United States’ resolve
for a safe and secure Israel. The U.S.
will do whatever necessary to keep the
flame of liberty burning at home and in
the Middle East, even if the little fel-
low doesn’t like it.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

COMMENDING WALTER LUTHERAN
HIGH SCHOOL, AUSTIN POLY-
TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL, AND
RICHARD T. CRANE HIGH
SCHOOL

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
over the weekend I had the opportunity
to visit three schools in my congres-
sional district, and I want to take the
opportunity to commend and congratu-
late all three of them.

The Walter Lutheran High School in
Melrose Park, Illinois, where I at-
tended their graduation Sunday, and I
was Dpleased that my nephew Dante
Davis was one of the graduates; then
the Austin Polytechnical High School,
which focuses on manufacturing, in
Chicago yesterday; and last night I had
a town hall meeting at the Richard T.
Crane High School in Chicago on stop-
ping school violence.

All of them are outstanding, and I
commend them.

June 3, 2008

ENERGY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, since 2006
the Democrats have been completely in
control of Congress. The Democrat
leadership continues to put a roadblock
in the way of accessing American oil.
Gas prices have doubled in the past
year. At the station down the street
from my home, gas is now over $4 a
gallon.

House Republicans believe in increas-
ing production of American-made en-
ergy. Vast untapped American energy
resources are currently under lock and
key and off-limits. American energy
resources can make our Nation more
secure and less dependent on foreign
oil.

House Republicans believe not only
in technologies like wind, solar, and
biomass but that we ought to make use
of the billions of barrels of oil in Alas-
ka, off the deep waters of the Outer
Continental Shelf, and on Federal
lands. We can do this in an environ-
mentally sensitive way. And we should
eliminate the red tape it takes to build
a new oil refinery.

We should develop American-made
energy.

———

HOW TO BRING DOWN THE COST
OF GAS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today gas
prices are hovering around $4 a gallon,
and good legislation that would help
ease the pain at the pump languishes
due to congressional inaction. Wash-
ington is just not working for average
taxpayers in North Carolina.

Recently, I've seen some good ideas
to deal with high gas prices, but we
can’t seem to get them brought to the
floor for a vote.

For example, I'm a cosponsor of Mr.
YOoUNG’s American Energy Independ-
ence and Price Reduction Act, which
addresses both sides of this issue. It
would tap domestic oil in an environ-
mentally sensitive way and then use
the tens of billions of dollars of Federal
revenue to invest in 18 different exist-
ing alternative energy programs, from
wind energy to water energy, all with-
out raising taxes.

How high will the Pelosi premium
have to get before we vote on common-
sense legislation like this? This bill
proves that we can bring down the
price of gas while investing in the en-
ergy of the future without raising
taxes on America’s working families.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 23, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 23, 2008, at 10:13 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1965.

That the Senate passed S. 2420.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House
(By Robert F. Reeves, Deputy Clerk).

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 2, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 2, 2008, at 4:53 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2062.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 3, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 3, 2008, at 11:22 a.m.:

Appointments:

Mexico-United States Interparliamentary
Group.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SUPPORTING NATIONAL MEN’S
HEALTH WEEK

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
138) supporting National Men’s Health
Week, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 138

Whereas despite the advances in medical
technology and research, men continue to
live an average of almost 6 years less than
women and African-American men have the
lowest life expectancy;

Whereas all 10 of the 10 leading causes of
death, as defined by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, affect men at a
higher percentage than women;

Whereas between ages 45-54, men are 3
times more likely than women to die of
heart attacks;

Whereas men die of heart disease at almost
twice the rate of women;

Whereas men die of cancer at almost one
and a half times the rate of women;

Whereas testicular cancer is one of the
most common cancers in men aged 15-34, and
when detected early, has a 95 percent sur-
vival rate;

Whereas the number of cases of colon can-
cer among men will reach over 55,000 in 2007,
and almost half will die from the disease;

Whereas the likelihood that a man will de-
velop prostate cancer is 1 in 6;

Whereas the number of men contracting
prostate cancer will reach over 218,890 in
2007, and almost 27,050 will die from the dis-
ease;

Whereas African-American men in the
United States have the highest incidence in
the world of prostate cancer;

Whereas significant numbers of male-re-
lated health problems, such as prostate can-
cer, testicular cancer, infertility, and colon
cancer, could be detected and treated if
men’s awareness of these problems was more
pervasive;

Whereas more than one-half the elderly
widows now living in poverty were not poor
before the death of their husbands, and by
age 100 women outnumber men 8 to 1;

Whereas educating both the public and
health care providers about the importance
of early detection of male health problems
will result in reducing rates of mortality for
these diseases;

Whereas appropriate use of tests such as
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) exams,
blood pressure screens, and cholesterol
screens, in conjunction with clinical exam-
ination and self-testing for problems such as
testicular cancer, can result in the detection
of many of these problems in their early
stages and increases in the survival rates to
nearly 100 percent;

Whereas women are 100 percent more like-
ly to visit the doctor for annual examina-
tions and preventive services than men;

Whereas men are less likely than women to
visit their health center or physician for reg-
ular screening examinations of male-related
problems for a variety of reasons, including
fear, lack of health insurance, lack of infor-
mation, and cost factors;

Whereas National Men’s Health Week was
established by Congress and first celebrated
in 1994 and urged men and their families to
engage in appropriate health behaviors, and
the resulting increased awareness has im-
proved health-related education and helped
prevent illness;
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Whereas the Governors of over 45 States
issue proclamations annually declaring
Men’s Health Week in their States;

Whereas since 1994, National Men’s Health
Week has been celebrated each June by doz-
ens of States, cities, localities, public health
departments, health care entities, churches,
and community organizations throughout
the Nation, that promote health awareness
events focused on men and family;

Whereas the National Men’s Health Week
website has been established at
www.menshealthweek.org and features Gov-
ernors’ proclamations and National Men'’s
Health Week events;

Whereas men who are educated about the
value that preventive health can play in pro-
longing their lifespan and their role as pro-
ductive family members will be more likely
to participate in health screenings;

Whereas men and their families are en-
couraged to increase their awareness of the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, regular ex-
ercise, and medical checkups; and

Whereas June 9 through 15, 2008, is Na-
tional Men’s Health Week, which has the
purpose of heightening the awareness of pre-
ventable health problems and encouraging
early detection and treatment of disease
among men and boys: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the Congress supports the annual Na-
tional Men’s Health Week; and

(2) requests that the President of the
United States issue a proclamation calling
upon the people of the United States and in-
terested groups to observe National Men’s
Health Week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

0 1415

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H. Con. Res. 138, as amended, which
expresses Congress’s support of Men’s
Health Week, which is designed to raise
awareness of men’s health issues and
the importance of preventative health
care in order to improve the lifespan of
American men.

H. Con. Res. 138, which was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Mary-
land, Representative ELIJAH CUMMINGS,
on May 1, 2007, was amended and re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on May 15, 2008, before being passed by
voice vote. The measure has the sup-
port and sponsorship of 59 Members of
Congress, and expresses support for in-
creased medical awareness that will
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improve the health and well-being of
American men.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, all of the 10
leading causes of death among Ameri-
cans, such as cancer and heart disease,
affect our Nation’s men at a higher
rate than our women. On average, the
male life expectancy in America is 6
years lower than the life expectancy of
their female counterparts. A leading
cause of this disparity is that men are
100 percent less likely to visit a doctor
for screening and preventative medical
checkups. This reluctance is tragic, as
many life-threatening conditions are
mitigated when found through early
detection.

Congress recognized the need to en-
courage preventative medicine by in-
creasing health awareness in American
men when it established National
Men’s Health Week in 1994. Now, 14
years later, this commemorative week
has helped to raise awareness and
lower illness among American men.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge the
swift passage of this measure, as it will
continue to encourage the men of our
country to take a more active and pre-
ventative role in safeguarding their
health, and, therefore, the health of
America.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of this resolu-
tion promoting National Men’s Health
Week. Across this Nation, men are re-
minded daily about the benefits of liv-
ing a healthy life. Whether through ex-
ercise, a balanced diet, or regular visits
to the doctor, these simple steps can
lead to longer, more vibrant lives.
Sadly, many men still neglect the
basic preventative measures and often
fail to realize the ripple effect their de-
clining health can have on those
around them.

It is no secret that men have a short-
er lifespan than women. Of the 10 lead-
ing causes of death in this country,
men lead women in all 10. Yes, some of
this can be attributed to lifestyle dif-
ferences. Men are prone to engage in
heavier drinking, smoking, and risky
behaviors. But the sad reality is that
men all too often neglect to seek out
the medical help they need. Studies
have shown that men are significantly
less likely to visit the doctor than
women are.

Congress and the President estab-
lished National Men’s Health Aware-
ness Week in May 1994. They chose the
week leading up to Father’s Day, when
our focus on the male figures in our life
is greatest, to bring national attention
to the critical health issues facing men
and to highlight the preventative
measures that are necessary and avail-
able.

Early detection is vital, and in many
cases, increases chances for survival.
Men’s Health Awareness Week helps
bring this information to light and
highlights the proactive steps that men
can take to improve their chances for a
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long, healthy life. The benefits of a
more proactive approach to men’s
health extends not only to the indi-
vidual, but to their families, friends,
society, and the Nation.

Better long-term health means fewer
medical expenses for families, tax-
payers, and employers. When women
outlive their spouses, often by more
than half a decade, they face the finan-
cial, emotional, and physical burden of
living out their remaining years in sol-
itude. This can ultimately place undue
stress on a family or taxpayers.

Men’s Health Awareness Week helps
broaden our understanding of the seri-
ous health risks facing men and the
simple steps we can all take to help
mitigate their effects. So I urge my
colleagues not only to support this res-
olution, but to honor its message. If
you’re a man, go to the doctor. If
you’re a woman, encourage your hus-
band, brother, son, and friends to do so.
Take a walk, go for a jog, or eat a piece
of fruit. After all, we all know that an
apple a day keeps the doctor away.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of
Idaho (Mr. SALI).

Mr. SALI. I thank the gentlewoman.

Today, I rise in support of H. Con.
Res. 138, supporting National Men’s
Health Week. Not only should we be
recognizing this important health issue
this week, but Congress should also be
addressing other issues critical to the
American people, especially rising fuel
prices.

As Americans across this country
pay an average of $3.98 per gallon,
these prices hit families, and particu-
larly school children. Just yesterday,
the Calhoun Times reported in Georgia
that, and I quote, ‘“High gas prices hit
high school sports. With gas prices
soaring to record heights, the cost of
taking teams on the road has become a
looming storm on the horizon of high
school athletics that has led some to
worry what the future may have in
store. All across the country, people
are dealing with the pinch of high gas
prices. With high school teams’ main
mode of transportation still the aver-
age school bus, which runs on diesel,
costs are even higher.”

This is unacceptable, Mr. Speaker.
We need to act now to lower gas prices.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we observe and promote Men’s
Health Week, I am pleased to note that
both the Illinois Department of Public
Health and the City of Chicago’s De-
partment of Public Health, under able
leadership of their commissioners,
place great emphasis on men’s health,
and have two activities coming up this
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week; Saturday at Malcolm X College,
and next week, the day before Father’s
Day, at Malcolm X Community Col-
lege, where the focus is men’s health.

I urge passage of this measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIs) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 138, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING THE STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 923) recognizing
the State of Minnesota’s 150th anniver-
sary.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 923

Whereas Minnesota was established as a
territory on March 2, 1849, and became the
32nd State on May 11, 1858;

Whereas Minnesota is also known as the
“Gopher State’’, the ‘“‘North Star State’’, and
the ‘‘Land of 10,000 Lakes’’;

Whereas Minnesota’s name comes from the
Dakota word ‘‘minesota’, meaning ‘‘water
that reflects the sky’’, and Native Americans
continue to play a defining role in Min-
nesota’s proud heritage;

Whereas the cities of Minneapolis and St.
Paul were established after the completion
of nearby Fort Snelling, a frontier outpost
and training center for Civil War soldiers;

Whereas more than 338,000,000 tons of Min-
nesota iron ore were shipped between 1940
and 1945 that contributed to the U.S. mili-
tary victory in World War II, and an addi-
tional 648,000,000 tons of iron ore were
shipped between 1945 and 1955 that boosted
post-war economic expansion in the U.S.;

Whereas in 1889, the Saint Mary’s Hospital,
now known as the Mayo Clinic, opened its
doors to patients in Rochester, Minnesota,
and is now known worldwide for its cutting-
edge care;

Whereas Minnesota continues to be a lead-
er in innovation and is currently home to
more than 35 Fortune 500 Companies;

Whereas Minnesota houses over 30 institu-
tions of higher education including the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, a world-class research
university where the first open heart surgery
and first bone marrow transplant was per-
formed in the United States;

Whereas farmland spans over half of Min-
nesota’s 54 million acres and the agriculture
industry is Minnesota’s second largest job
market, employing nearly 80,000 farmers;

Whereas Minnesota is the Nation’s number
one producer of sugarbeets and turkeys;

Whereas Minnesota is a national leader in
the production and use of renewable energy,
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which helps our Nation reduce its depend-
ency on foreign sources of oil;

Whereas the Mall of America located in
Bloomington, Minnesota, is the Nation’s
largest retail and entertainment complex,
spanning 9,500,000 square feet and providing
more than 11,000 jobs;

Whereas Minnesota has 90,000 miles of lake
and river shoreline, which includes the coast
of Lake Superior, the largest of North Amer-
ica’s Great Lakes;

Whereas the Minneapolis-St. Paul area is
nationally recognized for its parks, muse-
ums, and cultural events; and

Whereas the people of Minnesota have a
timeless reputation of compassion, strength,
and determination: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates the State of Minnesota
on its 150th anniversary and the contribu-
tions it continues to make to America’s
economy and heritage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H. Res. 923, which recognizes the
150th anniversary of the State of Min-
nesota and highlights its contributions
to America’s economy and heritage.

H. Res. 923 was introduced by our col-
league, Congresswoman MICHELLE
BACHMANN of Minnesota, on January
16, 2008, and was considered by and re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on May 1, 2008, by voice vote. This
measure has the support and cospon-
sorship of 120 Members of Congress, in-
cluding all of the Members from the
State of Minnesota.

On March 2, 1849, Minnesota was es-
tablished as a territory, and it became
the 32nd State on March 11, 1858. Also
known as the Gopher State, the North
Star State, and the Land of 10,000
Lakes, Minnesota’s name comes from
the Dakota word ‘‘minesota,” meaning
“water that reflects the sky.”

Minnesota has been and continues to
be a leader in innovation in science and
education. It is home of the Mayo Clin-
ic, which is known for its cutting-edge
medical work, and over 30 institutions
of higher education, including the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, a world-class re-
search university, which performed the
first open heart surgery and the first
bone marrow transplant in America. I
should also mention that Minnesota is
currently home to more than 35 For-
tune 500 companies and is leading the
Nation in the production and use of re-
newable energy.
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So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota for sponsoring the measure at
hand. Given the 150th anniversary of
Minnesota’s statehood and the enor-
mous contributions Minnesota has
made to our Nation and the world, I
urge passage of this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution seeks to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of
Minnesota becoming a State. In Feb-
ruary of 1857, Congress passed an ena-
bling act that defined the State bound-
aries and authorized the establishment
of a State government for the people of
Minnesota. Among other things, it
called for a convention to establish a
State constitution. As is normal in a
democracy, the Democrats and Repub-
licans could not come to a final agree-
ment on language, which resulted in
the drafting of two distinct constitu-
tions.

Ultimately, a conference committee
of five members from each party was
formed in order to work out the dif-
ferences and create one constitution
both sides could agree to. This hap-
pened in August of 1857. Although nei-
ther party agreed to sign along with
members of the other party, a con-
sensus on the language was agreed
upon and two copies were made and
signed. Minnesota’s State constitution
was born.

A few months later, on May 11, 1858,
President James Buchanan signed leg-
islation granting statehood to Min-
nesota, making it the 32nd State in the
Union. Until that point, Minnesota
held the status of a territory for more
than 9 years. Henry Hastings Sibley,
the State’s first Governor, famously
uttered Minnesota is finally free ‘‘from
the trammels of territorial vassalage.”

On this occasion of the sesquicenten-
nial, it is important that we recognize
all that Minnesota has to offer. It is
truly a time of celebration for the 5
million-plus residents of Minnesota,
and there is a lot to celebrate. Its geog-
raphy and terrain are among the most
precious and beautiful our Nation has
to offer. It is home to the headwaters
of the mighty Mississippi River, which
has been so crucial to the development
of the economic viability of our Na-
tion.

Minnesota is a land rich in natural
resources and remains among the lead-
ers in agriculture and iron production.
Minnesota’s farming industry feeds and
nourishes many of our Nation’s citi-
zens today. Minnesotans are known to
be a people with a sense of pride in
their history and tradition. Many Min-
nesotans have had profound impact on
the lives of people all across our Na-
tion.
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For instance, the founders of the
world-renowned Mayo Clinic, Dr. Wil-
liam Mayo and his two sons, William
and Charles, began their practice in
Minnesota.
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Minnesota is also the birthplace of
one of America’s greatest literary fig-
ures and favorite authors, F. Scott
Fitzgerald. His literary works have
reached millions and continue to have
a great 1impact on our youth.
Fitzgerald’s ‘“The Great Gatsby’’ is re-
garded as one of the great American
novels.

In conclusion, the State of Minnesota
is one that is rich in nature, resources,
and, most importantly, in people and
heritage. For this reason, I ask my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 923, recog-
nizing the State of Minnesota’s 150th
anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of
Idaho (Mr. SALI).

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman.

I rise in support of H. Res. 923, recog-
nizing the 150th anniversary of the
great State of Minnesota. While I rise
in support and recognition of this anni-
versary, I also rise to remind my col-
leagues that we must address rising
fuel prices.

Some have blamed rising fuel prices
on those who own and manage big oil
companies. In a recent study, however,
Robert Shapiro, TUndersecretary of
Commerce for Economic Affairs under
President Bill Clinton, found that the
vast majority of oil and natural gas
company shares are owned broadly by
middle-income Americans through mu-
tual funds, pension funds and indi-
vidual retirement accounts, while a
mere 1.5 percent of the shares of public
0il companies are owned by company
executives. That means that when Con-
gress levies additional taxes on oil
companies, the American public will
pay for that tax in one of two ways; ei-
ther through their pension or mutual
funds, or by paying a higher price at
the pump.

Mr. Speaker, increasing taxes is not
the answer to rising fuel prices.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
continue to reserve.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as she may consume to the spon-
sor of this resolution, my colleague
from Minnesota (Mrs. BACHMANN).

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from North
Carolina for yielding to me.

This is a wonderful, delightful resolu-
tion to be able to speak on this after-
noon. It is the State of Minnesota’s
150th birthday. We have had a big party
all year, we are going to continue to
have a big party all year, and it is my
honor to be able to present this resolu-
tion before our distinguished body and
also to let the American people know
the entire Minnesota delegation has
joined me on this resolution. All Demo-
crats, all Republicans, we are united in
this great party of celebrating Min-
nesota’s 150th birthday.
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Mr. Speaker, as this resolution’s au-
thor, I rise to support House Resolu-
tion 923. As Minnesota turns a very
proud 150 years old, we are no worse for
the wear as a State, and I am very hon-
ored to recognize the contributions
that Minnesota has made to the United
States economy and to our great herit-
age of freedom and prosperity.

On March 3rd, 1849, Minnesota was
established as a United States terri-
tory as part of the Northwest Terri-
tory, and later we became the 32nd
State in this great country, on May 11,
1858.

Minnesota is now home to over 5 mil-
lion very lucky people. Minnesota is
renowned for our welcoming commu-
nities, our high quality schools and our
valuable natural resources. Minneso-
tans take advantage of those resources
every weekend that we can, our beau-
tiful lakes, our forests, our prairies.
“Minnesota Nice’ is more than a say-
ing for us; it is our way of life, and we
welcome you to come and enjoy our
hospitality any time you get to our
great State of Minnesota.

We are also known as the Gopher
State. We are also known as the North
Star State and the Land of 10,000
Lakes. But, truth be told, we actually
have over 15,000 lakes in our great
State. Our name comes from the Da-
kota word ‘‘minesota,” which means
“water that reflects the sky,” in other
words, sky blue waters. And it is that,
and more.

Native Americans continue to play
an extremely important role in Min-
nesota and a defining role in our very
proud heritage. The influence of the
Native Americans can be seen not only
in the names of our local towns, our
local lakes and our natural landmarks,
but also in the enduring culture of con-
servation of the land and the great love
that every Minnesotan shares and our
bond with the outdoors.

It was in 1889 that the Saint Mary’s
Hospital, now known as the world fa-
mous Mayo Clinic, opened its doors to
patients in Rochester, Minnesota. They
are now known worldwide for their cut-
ting-edge care, and quite often in the
news we will hear of yet one more
world leader who makes their way to
little Rochester, Minnesota, to receive
what we know in Minnesota is the fin-
est health care system in the United
States.

Minnesota also houses, Mr. Speaker,
over 30 institutions of higher edu-
cation. Education is a very strong
value in the State of Minnesota, in-
cluding the world renowned University
of Minnesota, a world class research
university of which we are all ex-
tremely proud and where the Nation’s
and world’s first open heart surgery
was performed and also the first bone
marrow transplant was performed in
the United States.

Minnesota continues to be a leader in
innovation. In fact, Minnesota is cur-
rently home to more than 35 Fortune
500 companies. Yes, we are the State,
Mr. Speaker, that gave you SPAM, and
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we are the State that gave you the
Post-it note.

But our rise in corporate and techno-
logical prominence has not com-
promised our agricultural background.
Farmland spans over half of Min-
nesota’s 54 million acres. My father
was born on a farm and grew up on a
farm, and farming is a way of life for
many of our Minnesota people. The ag
industry is a jewel in Minnesota and it
is Minnesota’s second largest job mar-
ket, employing nearly 80,000 farmers
that serve to feed the world.

At a time when energy costs and pro-
duction are dominating the headlines,
Minnesota is a national leader in the
protection and use of renewable en-
ergy. We are very proud of this fact,
and it helps our Nation reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil.

For 150 years, Mr. Speaker, Min-
nesota has attracted a very special cal-
iber of people, marked by our spirit and
by our character. The citizens of the
State of Minnesota are dedicated to
our families. Families are very impor-
tant. Faith is very important in our
State, our communities, and also in
our Nation. We are people of faith. We
are people of charity. We are people of
hope and dedication, love and compas-
sion. We have a very high rate of giving
in the State of Minnesota.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you and my fel-
low colleagues will join me in recog-
nizing the rich history and the sub-
stantial contributions that Minnesota
and Minnesotans have made to this
great Nation. We have a lot to be proud
of, Mr. Speaker, and this legislation
marks yet one more happy milestone
in Minnesota’s long history of success.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he may consume to one of the cospon-
sors of this resolution, Representative
WALZ from Minnesota.

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Thank you,
Mr. DAvIS, for managing the bill. A
special thank you to my colleague
from a little further upstate in Min-
nesota, Mrs. BACHMANN. Thank you for
your kind words. Your pride and enthu-
siasm for our State is evident, and I
think all of us who live there under-
stand why.

I, too, rise to ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating the great
State of Minnesota, the 32nd State. It
is our sesquicentennial, 150 years.
From the natural beauty of the Mis-
sissippi River, across to the plains near
South Dakota, this is a State that
amongst the stark beauty has planted
the seeds, as you heard my previous
colleague talk about, of innovation,
from health care to computer tech-
nology to agriculture.

I am especially proud to represent
the southern area of the State, the
First District, those many towns, like
Winona along the Mississippi River,
which were the stopping points near
the upper end of the paddle boats that
brought our forebearers to Minnesota.
The courthouses and the city halls still
represent that long heritage, that rich
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tradition and that sense of community
that had people staking out a new life
in the ‘big woods,” in the Land of
10,000 Liakes.

I am proud to have the City of New
Ulm in my district. New Ulm is, as you
might expect, a very, very German
town. It boasts the ‘“‘Herman the Ger-
man’’ statue that is the second largest
brass statue behind only the Statue of
Liberty in the United States. There is
the proud tradition of the Minnesota
Music Hall of Fame that captures the
tradition of the many musicians and
folk artists that have come through
and lived in Minnesota. Both Winona
and New Ulm were capitals of a day,
and I am very proud of them during the
sesquicentennial celebration.

The City of Rochester, as you heard
my colleague mention, the small town
on the prairie that the Mayo brothers
opened the door to a hospital and have
established the most advanced critical
hospital in probably the world. The
Mayo Clinic is a destination. You must
fly there to get there. There is not a
large city to draw you there, but there
is the absolute guarantee of the most
quality care that you can receive any-
where in the world. They are leading
the way not only in innovations in
medical research, they are leading the
way in how we deliver health care to
all Americans.

Also the City of Austin, known for
many, many things, and one also you
heard my colleague mention, the in-
vention of SPAM and the SPAM Mu-
seum. Mr. Speaker, I invite you and
anyone to please visit this wonderful
place. You will find out how SPAM is
made, first and foremost, but it also is
something about the Hormel Institute
and this other great company. They
have a research lab that is there that is
called the Hormel Institute. By most
accounts the Hormel Institute will fea-
ture the international conference on
carcinogens and in cancer research, es-
pecially melanomas, and the Hormel
Institute, when the story of how cancer
is solved, it will probably start in Aus-
tin, Minnesota. It is something we are
very proud of, a public-private partner-
ship.

Minnesotans have always prided
themselves on their education, of in-
vesting in their children. Garrison
Keillor talks about all of our children
are above average. We know that we
have a ways to go, but we do take pride
in that, from our many, many public
schools and institutions of higher
learning, producing one of the highest
graduation rates in the country, and
usually in the very top three of all SAT
and ACT scores. So there is a great
pride in this.

It is those residents of Southern Min-
nesota that I am here today to con-
gratulate, people who have chosen to
live in a somewhat harsh climate, to
take the opportunity to settle this
land, to move into the Upper Midwest
and to settle and create not just places
to live, but communities that were vi-
brant and growing, and that under-
stood that the investments we put
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back in them would benefit this coun-
try.

So, I am proud of our State. I am
proud of what our State contributes to
this Nation, just like our other 49
States and territories do. This Nation
is strongest when we are altogether,
and admission of Minnesota as the 32nd
State strengthened this great Union.
Today I say congratulations to all Min-
nesotans, and we are looking forward
to the next 150 years.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I look for-
ward to the opportunity to visit Min-
nesota myself later this year. I urge
our colleagues to support H. Res. 923,
recognizing the State of Minnesota’s
150th anniversary, and yield back the
balance of my time.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, as this res-
olution’s author, | rise to support H. Res. 923.
As Minnesota turns a proud 150 years old, |
am honored to recognize the contributions she
has made to America’s economy and heritage.

On March 3, 1849, Minnesota was estab-
lished as a U.S. territory and later became the
32nd state on May 11, 1858. It is now home
to over five million people and is renowned for
its welcoming communities, quality schools
and valuable natural resources. “Minnesota
Nice” is more than a saying; it's a way of life.

Minnesota is known as the Gopher State,
the North Star State, and the Land of 10,000
Lakes; and its name comes from the Lakota
word minesota, meaning “water that reflects
the sky.” Native Americans continue to play a
defining role in Minnesota’s proud heritage.
Their influence can be seen not only in the
names of local towns and lakes and natural
landmarks, but also in the enduring culture of
conservation and love for the outdoors.

In 1889, the Saint Mary’s Hospital, now
known as the Mayo Clinic, opened its doors to
patients in Rochester, Minnesota and is now
known worldwide for its cutting-edge care.

And Minnesota houses over 30 institutions
of higher education including the University of
Minnesota—a world-class research university
where the first open heart surgery and first
bone marrow transplant were performed in the
United States.

Minnesota continues to be leaders in inno-
vation. In fact, Minnesota is currently home to
more than 35 Fortune 500 Companies.

But our rise in corporate and technological
prominence has not compromised our agricul-
tural background. Farmland spans over half of
Minnesota’s 54 million acres and the agri-
culture industry is Minnesota’s second largest
job market, employing nearly 80,000 farmers.

At a time when energy costs and production
are dominating the headlines, Minnesota is a
national leader in the production and use of
renewable energy, which helps our nation re-
duce its dependence on foreign oil.

For one-hundred and fifty years, Minnesota
has attracted a special caliber of people,
marked by their spirit and character. The citi-
zens of our great state are dedicated to their
families, their communities and their country.
They are people of faith and charity, hope and
dedication, love and compassion.

Mr. Speaker, | hope you and my fellow col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the rich his-
tory and substantial contributions Minnesota
has made to its nation. Minnesotans have a
lot to be proud of, and this legislation marks
another milestone in Minnesota’s long history
of success.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
would urge passage of this resolution,
and yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 923.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF THE ARBOR DAY
FOUNDATION AND NATIONAL
ARBOR DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1114) supporting
the goals and ideals of the Arbor Day
Foundation and National Arbor Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1114

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation was
founded in 1972 and now has nearly 1,000,000
members;

Whereas these members and the countless
supporters of the Arbor Day Foundation con-
tinue to further the mission of the Founda-
tion, which is to ‘‘inspire people to plant,
nurture, and celebrate trees’’;

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation man-
ages the 260-acre Arbor Day Farm to serve as
a model of environmental stewardship;

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation dis-
tributes more than 10,000,000 trees annually
through its Trees for America program;

Whereas the Arbor Day Foundation has
worked with the Department of Agri-
culture’s Forest Service since 1990, helping
to plant nearly 12,000,000 trees in national
forests damaged by fire, insects, or other
causes;

Whereas J. Sterling Morton recognized the
need for trees in Nebraska and proposed a
tree-planting holiday called ‘‘Arbor Day’’ in
1872;

Whereas the observation of Arbor Day soon
spread to other States and is now observed
nationally and in many other countries;

Whereas J. Sterling Morton once observed
that ‘‘the cultivation of trees is the cultiva-
tion of the good, the beautiful, and the enno-
bling in man’’; and

Whereas National Arbor Day, the last Fri-
day in April, will be celebrated on April 25,
2008: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the
Arbor Day Foundation; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe National Arbor Day
with appropriate activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAvVIS) and the gentle-
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woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I present for con-
sideration H. Res. 1114, which expresses
the support of Congress for the envi-
ronmental goals and ideals of Arbor
Day and the work of the Arbor Day
Foundation.

H. Res. 1114, which was introduced by
my colleague, Representative JEFF
FORTENBERRY, on April 16, 2008, was re-
ported from the Oversight Committee
on May 1, 2008 by voice vote. This
measure has the support and sponsor-
ship of 53 Members of Congress, and
recognizes the importance of Arbor
Day and the Arbor Day Foundation in
preserving America’s green spaces.

J. Sterling Morton, the father of
Arbor Day, once observed that, ‘“The
cultivation of trees is the cultivation
of the good, the beautiful, and the en-
nobling in man.”” Established in 1872 as
a tree planting holiday and celebra-
tion, Arbor Day has had a powerful and
positive effect on America’s landscape
and ecosystem, and is now observed
both nationally as well as in many for-
eign countries.

Mr. Speaker, we can’t speak about
National Arbor Day without men-
tioning the work of the National Arbor
Day Foundation which was created
with a mission to inspire people to
plant, nurture, and celebrate trees. The
Foundation has attracted almost 1 mil-
lion members to become passionate
about conservation and is worthy to be
commemorated for their efforts to dis-
tribute 10 million plus trees annually
for planting. And so I ask, Mr. Speaker,
that we show our support of Arbor Day
and the Arbor Day Foundation by
agreeing to H. Res. 1114.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of Ne-
braska, the author of this resolution,
Mr. FORTENBERRY.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. I thank the
gentlelady from North Carolina for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, J. Sterling Morton, the
founder of Arbor Day and an out-
standing Nebraskan, once said, ‘“‘Each
generation of humanity takes the
earth as trustees.”” That is the spirit
embodied in Arbor Day. The simple act
of planting a tree provides resources
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and beauty for future generations, and
engages in good environmental stew-
ardship. This resolution supports the
goals of National Arbor Day and the
National Arbor Day Foundation.

I would like to begin by expressing
my sincere appreciation to the distin-
guished gentleman from California
(Mr. WAXMAN), the chairman of the
Committee on Government Reform,
and Mr. CLYBURN of South Carolina for
his help today, and the distinguished
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS),
the ranking member of the committee,
for their help in bringing this impor-
tant resolution to the floor.

A bit of history on Arbor Day. J.
Sterling Morton served as United
States Secretary of Agriculture, and is
honored as one of two Nebraskans to
have a statue in the United States Cap-
itol. His former home, Arbor Lodge in
Nebraska City, is now the centerpiece
of a truly magnificent State historical
park.

An early pioneer to the Nebraska ter-
ritory, he first proposed Arbor Day in
1872 to address the absence of trees in
Nebraska. Trees were needed to
produce fuel and building materials,
provide the necessary shade and wind
breaks, as well as to prevent soil ero-
sion. It is estimated that Nebraskans
planted more than 1 million trees dur-
ing that first Arbor Day.

Before long, the idea spread. Arbor
Day is now celebrated in all 50 States
and in many Nations throughout the
world. Although National Arbor Day is
always the last Friday in April, indi-
vidual States observe Arbor Day on
various dates, according to the most
appropriate tree planting times.

Another outstanding Nebraskan,
John Rosenow, built upon that legacy.
In 1972, he established the National
Arbor Day Foundation. Its mission is
to ‘‘inspire people to plant, nurture,
and celebrate trees.” Through its Trees
for America program, it distributes
more than 8 million trees annually.
The Foundation has worked with the
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s forest service since 1990, help-
ing to plant nearly 4 million trees in
national forests that have been dam-
aged by fire, insects, or other natural
causes. The Foundation has also
branched out beyond the United States
borders, promoting environmental ac-
tivities throughout the world, includ-
ing rainforest preservations.

Mr. Speaker, it is very appropriate
that we honor Arbor Day and its vision
of dedication to tree planting. We
should also recognize the countless in-
dividuals in our country who have
planted trees in fulfillment of this im-
portant vision.

J. Sterling Morton once also said,
“Other holidays repose on the past.
Arbor Day proposes for the future.” By
supporting this resolution, we honor
the spirit of Arbor Day. Planting trees
is about planting for the future.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to my distin-
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guished colleague from the State of
Idaho (Mr. SALI).

Mr. SALI. I thank the gentlewoman.

I rise in support of H. Res. 1114, sup-
porting the goals and ideals of the
Arbor Day Foundation and National
Arbor Day. I wholeheartedly support
the planting as well as the manage-
ment of healthy trees and forests. The
Forest Service has estimated that a
healthy and well managed forest could
sequester much more of our national
carbon emissions than our forests cur-
rently sequester, currently seques-
tering an estimated 10 percent of our
national carbon emissions.

I rise in support of this resolution. I
also rise to urge my colleagues to ad-
dress other issues facing our Nation,
especially rising fuel prices. Increasing
the supply of crude oil and ultimately
its price is the single most effective
thing Congress can do to lower gas
prices. Today, 73 percent of every dol-
lar we pay for gasoline is the price of
producing crude oil. And yet, according
to a study just released by the Bureau
of Land Management, while onshore
public lands in the United States are
estimated to contain 31 billion barrels
of oil and 231 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas, some 60 percent of these lands
are completely closed to leasing. Con-
gress must act to 1lift the restrictions
on America’s energy rich public lands
and increase exploration for and pro-
duction of American crude oil and nat-
ural gas, and do so in an environ-
mentally friendly manner.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the gentleman from Ne-
braska for introducing this resolution.

I am reminded that my mother was a
serious conservationist who just loved
the beauty of flowers and trees. I would
urge passage of this resolution as I
close by remembering the words of
Joyce Kilmer who had a poem called
“Trees.” He said that:

I think that I shall never see

A poem so lovely as a tree.

A tree that may in summer wear

A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately sleeps with the rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

I would urge passage.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of this resolution honoring the goals and
ideals of the Arbor Day Foundation and Na-
tional Arbor Day.

Trees—They provide us with shelter and
warmth. They clean the air we breathe. Their
majesty inspires awe and alters landscapes.
Mankind owes its livelihood to these miracles
of nature, yet it is so easy to overlook their im-
portance and beauty.

These traits were not lost to J. Sterling Mor-
ton, a pioneer who moved from Detroit to the
unforgiving, treeless plains of the Nebraska
Territory in 1854. A journalist and avid lover of
nature, Morton used his position as editor of
Nebraska’s first newspaper to spread agricul-
tural information and his enthusiasm for trees.

June 3, 2008

His words did not fall on deaf ears. Fellow
pioneers soon realized how valuable trees
were to their survival, not only for fuel and
building materials, but for the stability of the
soil and shade from the arid sun.

Once appointed as the secretary of the Ne-
braska Territory, on January 4, 1872 Morton
first proposed a tree-planting holiday called
“Arbor Day.” That same year, on April 10, citi-
zens across Nebraska planted over one mil-
lion trees.

The first official Arbor Day was held on April
10, 1874 and by 1885 it became a legal holi-
day in Nebraska to be celebrated on April 22,
J. Sterling Morton’s birthday. Throughout the
1870’s the appeal spread across the nation
and it was not long before Arbor Day was
celebrated in each state of the United. States.

Today, Arbor Day is observed not only
throughout this great nation, but across the
globe. While most states observe Arbor Day
on the last Friday in April, celebrations have
evolved to correspond with varying ideal plant-
ing weather.

In response to growing national and inter-
national popularity, the Arbor Day Foundation
was founded in 1972 to “inspire people to
plant, nurture, and celebrate trees.” The Arbor
Day Foundation fuels their mission through the
Arbor Day Farm, promoting and coordinating
events, working with government and cor-
porate entities, and distributing over’ 10 million
trees annually.

What began as a local holiday born of one
man’s enthusiasm has flourished into a global
celebration. From Florida to Oregon and Cam-
bodia to Venezuela, people gather to honor
the ideals of Arbor Day.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion and cherish its goal, captured convincingly
in the words of its founder, J. Sterling Mor-
ton—"the cultivation of trees is the cultivation
of the good, the beautiful, and the ennobling
in man.”

Mr. Davis of Illinois. I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DaAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1114.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
POST OFFICE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1734) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 630 Northeast Killingsworth
Avenue in Portland, Oregon, as the
“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Post Of-
fice”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 1734
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POST
OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 630
Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in Portland,
Oregon, shall be known and designated as
the “‘Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Post Of-
fice”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he might consume to the sponsor of
this resolution, Representative
BLUMENAUER from the State of Oregon.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy.

I rise today in asking my colleagues
to join me in this legislation to des-
ignate the facility of the postal service
on Northeast Killingsworth in Portland
as the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Post Office.

Dr. King, as a powerful symbol of ra-
cial justice and social equality in our
country, is a fitting designation for
this facility. I have had some experi-
ence in the community dealing with
recognition for Dr. King. Some 20 years
ago as Portland’s Commissioner of
Public Works that I worked with the
community, notably of my friend Ber-
nie Foster, the publisher of The Scan-
ner newspaper, and others, to designate
Union Avenue after Dr. King. It was an
eye opening experience for me, a re-
minder of the troubled racial past of
our community and our State. While
Oregon has a rich cultural heritage for
black Americans, it had a rocky path
towards racial equality.

While slavery was declared illegal
early in Oregon’s history, in 1848, the
provisional government had exclu-
sionary laws surrounding land owner-
ship. And when Oregon was admitted to
the Constitution, it had exclusionary
laws then. It was only after a long and
aggressive struggle that progress was
made.

In 1914, the NAACP opened a chapter
in Portland, and continues to be the
oldest continually chartered chapter
west of the Mississippi. This movement
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was bolstered by the independent black
owned weekly newspaper, The Advo-
cate, that dated back 105 years in Port-
land that tirelessly featured articles
and editorials dealing with the evils of
segregation, lynching, employment op-
portunities, and other issues that kept
the reality of Jim Crow and the press-
ing need for civil rights in the State,
local, and national agenda in the fore-
front. Sadly, it wasn’t until 1927 that
the Oregon State Constitution was fi-
nally amended to remove the clause de-
nying blacks the right to vote, even
though Oregon had ratified the 14th
amendment in 1868.

We have been, in our community,
trying to come to grips with that past.
And, as I mentioned, it was a tumul-
tuous experience we had 20 years ago in
the renaming of Union Avenue after
Dr. King. But it did come to pass. In
the course of the 20 years, we have
watched steady progress as we have
dealt with our past and as we look for-
ward to the future.

I find the renaming of this post office
after Dr. King to be significant on so
many different levels. First of all, it
came about as the result of a grass-
roots community effort led by local
letter carriers, Jamie Partridge and
Isham Harris, that epitomized the serv-
ice from that particular post office,
something that people in the commu-
nity remark to me as sort of an island,
one of these 37 outposts of the post of-
fice where half the world’s mail is de-
livered every day. But this is a linkage
to people, and it is a very special office
signified by the leadership of letter
carriers themselves.
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Starting with their fellow workers,
moving out through the Piedmont and
Concordia Neighborhood Associations,
the Sabin Neighborhood Association,
showing deep community pride in its
heritage.

I find today, Mr. Speaker, that it is
particularly noteworthy because we
are going to make history, in all likeli-
hood, tonight or tomorrow, where
there will be enough votes for the nom-
ination of the first African American
nominee of a major party for President
of the United States, and one who I sin-
cerely hope is elected.

Having the opportunity to reflect on
that great national achievement, while
we have the recognition locally for Dr.
King and his achievements and the
progress that has been made in our
community gives me great pride. I'm
pleased that we take a small step for-
ward with the designation of this Post
Office in the honor of Dr. King, and
hope that my colleagues will join me in
supporting it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express
my strong support of this bill desig-
nating the post office located at 630
Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in
Portland, Oregon as the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Post Office.

H4843

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is one of
the most important public figures of
our times. His leadership during the
civil rights movement helped to make
America the country it is today, a
country that strives for equality, jus-
tice and liberty for all its citizens. Dr.
King is an American icon and, as such,
deserves this honor and recognition.

Dr. King, a southern Baptist min-
ister, was instrumental in leading the
civil rights movement during the 1950s
and 60s. After his march on Washington
in 1963, Dr. King’s memorable and often
quoted I Have a Dream speech estab-
lished him as one of the greatest public
speakers of his time.

In over 2,500 speeches over the course
of his career Dr. King cried out against
segregation and other forms of racial
inequity, bringing discrimination to
the forefront of people’s minds and
making civil rights a primary concern.

His ceaseless efforts to end racial dis-
crimination and segregation through
nonviolent means earned him a Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964, making him the
youngest recipient in history. He has
also been honored with a Presidential
Medal of Freedom and a Congressional
Gold Medal. In 1983 Congress estab-
lished a national holiday as a tribute
to his memory.

Widely recognized as one of the most
pivotal figures in the battle to end big-
otry and discrimination on the basis of
race, Dr. King led the Montgomery Bus
Boycott in 1955, helped to found the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference in 1957, and was instrumental
in orchestrating the famous Bir-
mingham, Alabama protests.

Towards the end of his life, Dr. King
expanded his message to apply to im-
poverished Americans. The Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign focused on the eco-
nomic injustice and tried to reach out
to poor people of all races and cultures.
Dr. King dedicated his life to ensuring
the principles this country holds so
dear, those of liberty and justice for all
citizens.

I thank my respected colleague, EARL
BLUMENAUER, for introducing this leg-
islation, and reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, it is my unique
pleasure to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H.R. 1734, which des-
ignates the facility of the TUnited
States Postal Service located at 630
Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in
Portland, Oregon as the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Post Office.

The naming of a postal facility in
Northwest America, hundreds of miles
from Dr. King’s civil rights battlefield
in the Deep South, is a strong testi-
mony to the far-reaching impact this
pivotal figure had on our Nation as a
whole.
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H.R. 1734 was introduced by Rep-
resentative EARL BLUMENAUER of Or-
egon on March 28, 2007, and was consid-
ered by and reported from the Over-
sight Committee on April 9, 2008, by
voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, we’re all well aware of
the activism of Dr. Martin Luther King
during his lifetime on this Earth. From
his leadership in helping to organize
the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955,
to his riveting I Have a Dream speech,
Dr. King reminded our country of its
fundamental responsibility to safe-
guard the natural, God-given rights of
all men so that we are free to pursue
our goals and aspirations without the
artificial walls of skin color, religious
affiliation, sexuality or any other
pointless barrier that separates us
from our fellow human persons.

Mr. Speaker, let us join our col-
leagues from the great State of Oregon,
and once again pay tribute to the life
and work of the great Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. by renaming
this postal facility at 630 Northeast
Killingsworth Avenue in Portland, Or-
egon in honor of this great American
hero. I strongly urge passage of this
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to my
distinguished colleague from the State
of Idaho (Mr. SALI).

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of this bill to designate this Port-
land post office in the name of and
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

While I support this designation, I
note with some disappointment that
we are not also addressing rising fuel
prices on this week’s schedule. Dr.
King spoke passionately about our Na-
tion’s moral obligation to make sure
that the needs of the poor and the el-
derly are met.

American senior citizens and low-in-
come households have been dispropor-
tionately affected by higher energy
costs. In 2006, before the skyrocketing
and record-breaking fuel price in-
creases we are seeing today, low-in-
come households in America spent
nearly 20 percent of their income on
energy-related expenditures.

This is a moral issue, an issue which,
for many low-income families, senior
citizens and hardworking families, af-
fects their access to education, and
even to their doctors. It’s time for Con-
gress to act on that moral obligation
to take care of the poor and the elder-
ly, and lift the restrictions on Amer-
ica’s energy rich public lands to in-
crease exploration for and production
of American crude oil and natural gas,
and do so in an environmentally friend-
ly manner.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
continue to reserve time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge all
Members to support the passage of H.R.
1734.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of our time and
urge support for this resolution.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1734.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CHI MUI POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5477) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 120 South Del Mar Avenue in
San Gabriel, California, as the ‘‘Chi
Mui Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5477

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CHI MUI POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 120
South Del Mar Avenue in San Gabriel, Cali-
fornia, shall be known and designated as the
““Chi Mui Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Chi Mui Post Office
Building”’.

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvis) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina, (Ms.
FoxXx) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Now, Mr.
Speaker, it’s my pleasure to yield such
time as he might consume to the spon-
sor of this resolution, Representative
ADAM SCHIFF from California.

Mr. SCHIFF. I thank the gentleman
from Illinois for yielding, and I want to
thank him, Mr. WAXMAN and the staff
on the committee for working with me
on this legislation.

I'm proud to stand here today to
honor a well-respected and dedicated
leader from the San Gabriel Valley.
Mr. Chi Mui was a beloved member of
the Asian American community in
Southern California, and the mayor of
the city of San Gabriel, where he dedi-
cated himself to improving the quality
of life for his neighbors, community
and country. I can’t think of a more
fitting tribute to such an exceptional
man than naming the post office in San
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Gabriel, the town where he touched so
many lives, in his honor.

Chi Mui’s story epitomizes the Amer-
ican dream. Born in Toisan, China, Chi
Mui was a man of humble origins
whose early experiences enabled him to
relate and connect to the Asian com-
munity in California.

After spending many of his early
years in Hong Kong, Chi moved with
his parents to New York City’s vibrant
Chinatown in 1963, at the age of 10. Chi
spoke Cantonese with his parents, who
were a seamstress and a cook, but
quickly immersed himself in the lan-
guage of his new home. As a new immi-
grant, he remembered feeling like an
outsider on the edge of society, and
found refuge, his own oasis in the New
York Public Library, where he broad-
ened his mind and developed a lifelong
commitment to supporting public li-
braries.

His time reading and studying in the
library served him well as he continued
his schooling, graduating cum laude
with a bachelor’s degree in civil engi-
neering from Polytechnic University in
New York in 1980. After attending New
York University, he moved west and
began his distinguished career in public
service.

In Los Angeles he served as deputy to
one of our colleagues, LUCILLE ROYBAL-
ALLARD, and later to California State
Senator, Richard Polanco. As their
deputy, and in his own time, Chi began
working to better the lives of immi-
grants in the region. Chi Mui’s immi-
grant roots and experiences gave him a
special insight and the wisdom and
ability to connect with generations of
people who came to this country for a
better life.

Chi was a key player in the develop-
ment of 600 units of af